
My favorite piece of research is … Emil Fischer�s beautiful work on the hexoses.

When I was eighteen I wanted to … move to and live in Spain (it just took me another 20 years to see it
through).

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been … the realization of the Haber–
Bosch process.

If I were not a scientist, I would be … an antiquarian bookseller.

I chose chemistry as a career because … it was time to break with the family tradition of going into
medicine. I certainly would have made such a lousy medical doctor!

The best advice I have ever been given is … “Don�t get trapped by a minor success” (R. Noyori).

My favorite book is … Homo Faber (despite its slightly irritating statement: “I am a scientist and used
to see things the way they are.”)

I would have liked to have discovered … the concept of “molecular cuisine”.

My favorite food is … a freshly prepared spider crab together with sidra, the traditional apple cider
from Asturias.

A good work day begins with … lots of free time for reading.

My favorite author (fiction) is … Max Frisch (Swiss novelist).

My favorite author (science) is … Alexander von Humboldt.

The part of my job that I enjoy the most is … the artistic aspect of chemistry: to design new reaction
pathways and then witness their realization through experiments.

My favorite musician is … let�s be honest: Madonna.
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